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Help for New Mexico Women To Make Their Dreams Come True 
 

  The New Mexico WomenÕs Foundation (NMWF) announced today that it is 
accepting grant applications for its Women’s Cottage Industries Program from now until 
September 8. Grant guidelines may be obtained online at www.nmwf.org or by calling (505) 
983-6155.  
 
 ÒIf a woman can make and sell something, she and her family will never go hungry,Ó 
says Sue Breslauer emphatically. Breslauer knows of what she speaks. As Chair of the 
FoundationÕs Grants Committee, she has been an integral part of a team of volunteers that is 
working overtime to create a more abundant life for New MexicoÕs women and girls Ñ  
especially in these times of economic hardship. 
 
 To be eligible, the applicant will be a group or organization, including guilds, 
cooperatives, and/or other community projects, located in New Mexico that helps women 
participate in, and/or develop, cottages industries. Cottage industries include service 
businesses like catering, or craft-making such as weaving, pottery, jewelry making and 
sewing, among many others. Groups must qualify under the 501(c)3 tax-exempt section of 
the Internal Revenue Code or have a 501(c)3 fiscal agent. 
 
 ÒThe Women’s Cottage Industries Program makes seed grants to nonprofit organizations 
and programs throughout the state that strengthen and support groups of three or more 
women coming together to develop cottage industries within their local communities,Ó 
explains Christian Leahy, executive director of the Foundation.  
 
 ÒWith gas prices as they are, I believe itÕs more critical than ever to support vision and 



initiative rising up from the local level,Ó Leahy continues. ÒIn our grantmaking we do just 
that. We help women remain in their communities and earn a living in a way that gives 
expression to their ingenuity and leadership.Ó 
 
 In addition to seed grants, NMWF provides education and onsite mentoring to 
grantees through its WE Learnª (Women Entrepreneurs Learnª) program, and creates 
distinctive product distribution outlets for women artisans, including its signature Rag Rug 
Festivals & Design Collectives, held annually in Santa Fe, Las Cruces and Farmington.   
 
 Previous recipients include Kewa Co-op in Santo Domingo Pueblo; Espanola Valley 
Fiber Arts Center in Espanola; Southwest WomenÕs Fiber Arts Collective in Silver City; 
WomenÕs Intercultural Center in Anthony; Southwest Creations Collaborative in 
Albuquerque; Palomas Family Cooperative in Columbus; and Tejedoras de Las Trampas in 
Las Trampas.  

 
 ÒCottage industries in New Mexico often draw from traditions that have been handed 
down from generation to generation. We have a significant opportunity here at the 
Foundation to strengthen the weave of our communities by supporting the preservation of 
traditions and the dreams of women that have the potential to expand their income,Ó 
concludes Breslauer. 

 
Additional information may be obtained by calling Christian Leahy, (505) 983.6155. 
 
      

 
 
 
 

 
                                              
 


